DEBATES

IN

PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, DECEMBERS, 1741.

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS.

THE commons who attended in the house o^jlords, haying-
heard his majesty's speech to both housed; ^e^Stedtte
their own house, where a copy of it being this day read
to them by the speaker, Mr. H, A. HERBERT moved
for an address, in words to this effect:

Sir, to address the throne on the present occasion, is
a custom which, as it is founded on reason and decency,
has always been observed by the commons of Britain; nor
do I suspect this house of any intention to omit those forms
of respect to his majesty, which our ancestors always pre-
served even under princes whose conduct and designs gave
them no claim to reverence or gratitude.

To continue, therefore, sir, a practice which the nature
of government itself makes necessary, and which cannot
but be acknowledged to be, in a peculiar degree, proper
under a prince whose personal virtues are so generally
known, I hope for the indulgence of this house in the li-
berty which I shall take of proposing an address to this
effect:

That we should beg leave to congratulate his majesty,
upon his safe and happy return to these his kingdoms, and
to return our sincere thanks for his most gracious speech
from the throne; and assure him at the same time, that
with hearts full of duty and gratitude, we cannot but ae-
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